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Ensuring the Fairness of Research Activities and Proper Use of Research Grants

(Ensuring the fairness of research activities)

(
The Guidelines for Responding to Misconduct in Research Activities (decided on by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology in August 2014) specify the following concepts concerning ensuring the fairness of research activities.
•
Misconduct in scientific research must be avoided as it violates the essence of science as an activity intended to accumulate the search of truth and create new knowledge, shakes people’s confidence in science, hinders scientific progress, and defiles the field of science. In addition, demands for ensuring the fairness of research activities are increasing from the perspective of use of government funds to advance research and development with the trust and confidence of the public as a form of investment in the future, despite tight budgets.

•
Research activities refer to the acts of creating new knowledge or systematizing knowledge based on one’s own reflections, thoughts, or ideas using as materials facts and data from observation, experimentation, or other sources, based on the results of study by previous researchers. Announcement of the results of research refers to the publication to the scientific community of the findings of research activities, while showing objectively verifiable data and materials, for close examination and critique of its content. Misconduct in research activities necessarily will be inconsistent with researcher ethics, will distort the essence or intent of research activities and the announcement of research results, and will impede proper scientific communication in the scientific community.

•
Misconduct in research activities is a betrayal of science itself, in the sense that it is counter to the essence of research activities and the announcement of research results and will shake people’s belief in science and hinder scientific progress. For these reasons, it is absolutely unacceptable regardless of the amount or source of the research grant. These facts must be understood by individual researchers as well as the scientific community, research institutions, and agencies distributing research grants, and each of these parties must adopt an approach of dealing strictly with any misconduct.

•
Together with their prevention, responses to misconduct must recognize such misconduct to be an issue concerning the ethics and social responsibility of researchers, and they must function through self-discipline by researchers themselves as well as self-purification based on the autonomy of the research community and research institutions. Enhancement of this self-discipline and self-purification must be recognized as an important issue at various levels, including, for example, individual laboratories and classrooms as well as courses, programs, and undergraduate and postgraduate departments in the case of a university. Based on the principle of such self-discipline on the part of researchers, the scientific community as a whole must perform its extremely important duty of thorough quality control of the process of accumulation of knowledge assets for the shared use of humanity through strict inspection and evaluation of the research results announced by individual researchers. In doing so, it is important that the instructors who train young researchers themselves understand discipline and self-control and teach these to young researchers and students thoroughly. This process itself can be considered to represent the principle of self-control on the part of instructors.
(
The above Guidelines define the following acts as misconduct:

(1) Fabrication:
Production of nonexistent data, research results, etc.

(2) Alteration:
Processing of data, results of research activities, etc. into other than their genuine form through modification of research materials, equipment, or processes

(3) Plagiarism:
Use of the ideas, analytical methods, data, research results, papers or terms of another researcher without his or her consent or appropriate crediting.
(Proper use of research grants)

(
Competitive research grants may be distributed to research institutions or to individual researchers. However, in light of the need to earn the trust of the public since the source of their funding is the taxpayers, the relevant university or research institution shall be responsible for management of competitive research grants and similar funding, even those that have the nature of assistance provided to individual researchers.

(
The parties responsible in research institutions entrusted with the management of competitive research grants and similar funding must eliminate causes that could lead to misconduct and establish environments and systems that function to deter misconduct, based on the assumption that misuse of research grants could occur at any time.

(
Use of research grants needs to be conducted appropriately in accordance with the rules of the universities and research institutions entrusted with their management.

(
Misuse of a research grant refers to its use for purposes other than those for which it was intended or in violation of the decision under which it was awarded or the terms thereof, whether intentionally or through gross negligence.

(
Examples of misuse of research grants include payment of funds based on false invoices, use for other than intended purposes, or pooling of funds. These can be grouped into the main categories of those related to purchase of articles, honoraria and salary, and travel expenses. In addition to use of funds for personal purposes, use for other than intended purposes or expenditures based on false documents qualify as misuse even if the funds were used for research purposes.

(1)
Example of misuse related to the cost of purchase of articles

Through a fictitious transaction with a vendor, using means such as forging or altering a delivery statement, invoice, or other documentation to have the vendor manage payment made by the university or research institution as a deposit and receiving delivery of another article for research use at the researcher’s discretion.

(2)
Example of misuse related to honoraria or salary

Through forgery or alteration of attendance records or other documents, inflating an honorarium or billing for the salary or a fictitious employee, using the honorarium or salary paid by the university or research institution by diverting it to a researcher, pooling it with others within a laboratory or other organization, using it to purchase discretionary research supplies or other items, or using it to cover travel expenses of graduate students or others to attend academic conferences or other events.

(3)
Example of misuse related to travel expenses

Through forgery or alteration of documents related to payment of travel expenses, inflating a per diem or billing for travel expenses for a fictitious business trip, using the travel expenses paid by the university or research institution by diverting them to a researcher, pooling them within a laboratory or other organization, using them to purchase discretionary research supplies or other items, or using them to cover travel expenses of graduate students or others to attend academic conferences or other events.

(Handling when a case of misconduct has been identified)

(
When a case of misconduct has been identified in a paper or other study or a case of misuse of a research grant has been identified, in addition to repayment of the competitive grant subsequent application for competitive research grants or other funding shall be subject to restriction for a period of up to 10 years beginning with the fiscal year following the fiscal year in which the case was identified.

Note:
The measures taken when a case of misuse of a research grant has been recognized have been revised (effective April 2013).

(
The following parties shall be subject to measures taken when a case of misconduct involving forgery, alteration, or plagiarism has been identified:

(1)
The party or parties recognized to have participated in the misconduct

(2)
The author or authors recognized to be responsible for the content of a paper or other study related to research for which misconduct has been recognized, although not recognized to have participated in the misconduct

(
The following parties shall be subject to measures taken when a case of misuse of a research grant has been identified:

(1)
The researcher or researchers who committed the misuse and those who colluded with him or her

(2)
The researcher or researchers who received the research grant through means involving fabrication or other misconduct and those who colluded with him or her

(3)
A researcher or researchers who, although not directly involved in the misuse, violated his or her duty of care as a prudent custodian

(
All relevant restrictions on application shall apply to any party recognized by the relevant agency to have committed misconduct in research activities utilizing competitive grants, including not just those from the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science but also those under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology and other government agencies as well.
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