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Dear Parents of Shinka Class,
*Japanese to follow (BAZE(FEICFRZED)

We are excited to have your child join the Shinka Class! They are the biggest boys and girls
at Tedako CDC. In this class, the children will form strong bonds with their classmates and
teachers. The Shinka class is a very fun and exciting class. We would like to welcome you
with open arms and open hearts! The word “Shinka” is an Okinawan word that means
“Friendship.”

The Shinka Class program is a comprehensive approach to learning. This means we will
integrate more than one curriculum area at a time. The children will learn in monthly themes.
There are some weeks that there is so much going on that it’s hard to get everything done,
so we will carry a theme over to the next week. Everything is play-based learning as
research in child development has proven that play based activities are more meaningful
for children. We will however work to get your child ready for elementary school, whether
international or Japanese through teacher directed activities, too.

The characteristic of five to six-year-old children will develop physical and muscular strength
as well as the ability to maintain balance, allowing for more complex movements. They will
be able to use scissors to cut straight and curved lines, staples, glue sticks, and other tools
appropriately depending on the purpose of use. Language skills and memory skills will also
continue to develop, and they will be able to express their intentions to others. They will
also be able to enjoy word games with their friends using riddles and shiritori. In addition
to cognitive development, they will be able to understand shapes, positions, colors, and
stories. They will also be able to follow complex instructions as they will develop the ability
to think about days of the week, time, numbers, and deepen their understanding of
comparative concepts such as "big and small." They will also be able to look at others and
imagine their feelings based on their own experiences and learning. They are also able to
control their emotions by suppressing their own desires and playing according to rules. They
also learn to understand their own needs as well as recognize the needs of their friends.
They are able to show compassion for children who are smaller than themselves. They will
be able to make decisions about their own actions after considering the feelings of others.
In addition, they will gradually develop an understanding of morality and will become more
aware of their manners in public places.
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<Drop off and Pick up/Supplies>

e We ask that children arrive by 9:30 am as a morning snack will be served at 9:20 am.
Please send your child to school with sunscreen on during hot season. (April - October)

e If your child is sick or cannot attend for some reason, please e-mail us
(classroomname@oist.jp) before 9:30am on that day to let us know.

e We play outside except during bad weather, so please bring closed-toe shoes or rain
boots every day.

e If an individual is not listed on the Emergent Contact Form, we do not release the
child to that individual.

e Please sign the time of drop off and pick up on attendance sheet each day. If an
authorized person will drop off or pick up your child, please inform that person of the
attendance sheet.

e We ask that you prepare all the supplies on the attached supply list and write your
child’s name on everything. Each child has his or her own cubby where we keep all
their supplies.

*Due to current covid protocols, parents are not allowed to enter the

classroom. We will inform you about the replenishment for necessary supplies.

e We open from 8:00am-6:00pm on Monday to Friday. We will charge a late fee of
1000 yen every 15 minutes when a child is picked up after 6:00pm.

e When you pick up your child, please do not forget to take home his or her water
bottle.

<Circle Time>

e Circle time is when the children and their teachers talk about the theme of the week
and any special events that may be taking place on that day or in the days to
come. The children will also have a chance to speak freely in an open discussion
time. This time allows the teacher to work with the children on their speaking and
listening skills. During circle time, children also learn about the days of the
week, months of the year, seasons, counting, etc. These areas will be taught using
songs and interactive games. There will be both English and Japanese circle time
every day.

<Group Activity>

e Each day the children will have two group activity times, once in English and again in
Japanese. The activities will usually be different. Activities include, but are not limited to
arts and crafts, songs, dance, indoor/outdoor games, and story time.
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<Centers>

e During center time, your child will have a chance to learn independently. This center
time is structured around our educational focus of the week. Some centers are play
based and some are academic. Kindergartners need to work on social skills and explore
the world around them. This means getting along with others, sharing, and interacting
in small groups. During center time is when the teachers will work one on one with
students if needed.

<Phonics / Reading>

e Phonics will be taught daily as a part of English circle time. Phonics is the recommended
first strategy to help children learn how to read and write an alphabetic language. It is
taught by demonstrating the relationship between the letters of the alphabet, the
graphemes, and the sounds they make, the phonemes. By breaking words up into their
individual sounds, children are able to learn how to read and write phonetically spelt
words. Phonics when combined with a high frequency sight words program form part of
the core literacy skills learned in early childhood.

<Japanese Language>

e At Tedako CDC, Japanese-speaking teachers use our own learning materials while
providing children with the opportunities to begin acquiring an understanding of the
concepts of literacy and its functions. ly exposure to verbal and written language, through
play and intentional activities, children learn to create meaning from language and
communicate with others using pictures, symbols and print. The Shinka classroom
environment riches with print, language, storytelling, books, and writing materials allow
children to experience the joy and power associated with reading and writing while
mastering basic concepts about print.

o Japanese hiragana recognition and sounds will also be taught daily through reading time,
songs and conversations. Once Hiragana has been mastered, the children will begin to
learn Katakana.

<Reading>

e The both English and Japanese reading programs will sometimes use leveled, guided
readers. These readers start from very basic sight words and encourage the children to
become proficient readers in the both English and Japanese language. We also ask that
you set aside the time to read to your child every day for at least 15 minutes. This
is important for their literacy development. However, which language they read, or

you read to them in is not important. We are striving to create a love for reading and
an importance of literature.
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<Writing>

e Throughout the year, we will focus on different letter formation, number formation, name
formation, and if the children are ready for sentence structure. The children will be given
various writing activities such as daily journals, along with two independent learning
centers, which target writing. The centers will help them master this skill.

<Math>

e We will use a hands-on approach to math, which enables children to use all learning
techniques through well-thought-out lessons. We will begin with number knowledge and
basic concepts. Manipulatives, games, and songs will be used. We would like the
children to be able to use their five senses when learning about math. Children are
encouraged to explore different ways to think out each problem as well as different ways
to record the problem. As the year progresses, simple addition and subtraction will be
introduced, as well as learning how to read the clock and tell time.

<Science>

e We will engage in a variety of age-appropriate STEM related activities in
the Shinka Class. STEM is based on the idea of educating students in four specific
disciplines — science, technology, engineering, and mathematics — STEM integrates
them into a cohesive learning paradigm based on real-world applications.
The Shinka Class will also integrate science and nature through outdoor activities like
nature walks, lizard hunts, and gardening to name a few.

<Social Studies>

e Learning about Japanese culture is also part of our social studies curriculum. Events such
as Undokai, Muchi making, Tanabata and observing Cherry blossoms in the spring
around the campus are traditional Japanese events that your child will participate in.
Okinawa has a culture that developed independently from mainland Japan. This culture
has been passed down from generation to generation. We consider Okinawa your child"s
hometown and believe that by learning about the unique Okinawan culture, your child
will not only have great memories of growing up on this beautiful island but will
also connect with the cultural identity of this special place. To keep these traditions alive
and open to your child"s world, your child will learn about Okinawan specific language,
games, music, and dance.

< Art>
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e Tedako CDC offers a variety of mediums for the children in their classroom art centers,
such as construction paper, tapes, scissors, crayons, markers, stencils, paint and glue.
We set up our art center nearby a table, so the children can paint, draw, and color
easily. The purpose of the art center is for the children to be creative with their own art,
and to enhance their imaginations through open-ended art. Teachers will also direct art
and craft projects based on the learning themes. These will include Painting, Creative
drawing, Collages, Printmaking, 3-D Art and sculpture, water coloring, artful science, play
dough, clay and other dough, nature art, and recycled art.

<Music and Movement>

e Songs, finger plays, and dances are used during circle time, group activities, and in
preparation for special events such as our Culture Day, Winter Concert, Undokai, and the
Graduation Ceremony. When possible, we arrange for children to see live musicians play.
OIST hosts many musical events and invites professionals to play. When possible, we
arrange for the children to sit in on live performances. We also have many musically
talented members of our community, including many of the teachers at the CDC who play
for our classes. There is also a music center in the classroom that is equipped with various
musical instruments.

<Assessment>

e We will be formatively assessing the children periodically throughout the year. Children
will also be assessed twice a year with a summative assessment and checklist. This will
include the skills Tedako would like the children to master before moving to elementary
school. We will be showing you these results at each parent-teacher conference and let
you know of any areas your child needs to work on at that time.

<Outdoor play>

e Outdoor play is very important for young children and we go outside for play two
times each day unless there is lightning, or it is raining hard. If the temperature is warm
and there are, only a few sprinkles the children will go outside. In the summer and winter
months we will follow the chart set by Tedako CDC regarding appropriate temperatures
to be outside in. Your child will need to always dress appropriately for the weather. No
children stay inside unless they have a doctor’s note. Tedako CDC requires that each child
have a sun hat. This will protect the children from the sometimes-intense Okinawa
sun. We also ask that sunscreen be provided, especially during April-October. During the
summer months, we will have water play days.
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<Snacks>
e We provide snack (60yen per snack) twice a day.

<Lunch>

e We offer school lunch for your child. If you would like to order school lunch, please
notify Tedako CDC office before the start of the month. If you wish to bring lunch from
your home, please ensure to cut food into smaller pieces and prepare lunch in lunch box
or container.

<Medication>

e If your child requires prescribed medication to be administered by Tedako CDC staff,
parents must complete a medication authorization form. A form needs to be filled out
each day medicine is given. CDC staff is not allowed to measure dosage by law,
medication should be premeasured in a container by dosage before given to CDC staff.

<ClassDojo >

e ClassDojo is a communication app that is used in Tedako CDC. We use it to share
photos and messages, such as daily notes including health concerns and class updates.
Once we send out an invitation to you, please download the app.

<Illness>

e Parents are obliged to make alternative care arrangements if their child has a fever,
diarrhea, or vomited within 24 hours before they arrive to school. If your child has a
fever, diarrhea, and/or vomited at CDC, he or she may be sent home.

Thank you very much for your trust. We are thrilled to have this opportunity to nurture
and educate your child. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact
either of us.

Best regards,

Shinka Class Teachers
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