SY 2022 Parent Orientation Questions and Answers
(Not Addressed at the Time of Orientation)
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Infants

®OHow do we prepare the bottles?

When attending the CDC, please bring four or five bottles of prepared milk.
Please make sure to write your child's name, date and type of milk on each
bottle. If you breastfeed your child during the day, Please use breast milk
storage bags when you bring breast milk and hand it to the Akasan staff with
the date, name and quantity written on it. You can use either plastic or glass
bottles. However, you will need a silicone cover for the glass.

@How does the transition work?

A transition schedule is optional, but we recommend it if your work schedule
can accommodate it. Below is a five day transition schedule to help you and
your child to feel comfortable being in the classroom.

All teachers of the Akasan class are in the classroom from 9:30-16:30. The
time slots are. We would like to provide a comfortable and pleasant time for
the new children, so we have arranged a transition schedule during this time.
Please see the schedule below.

Day 1 09:30-11:30 2 hours
Day 2 09:30-12:30 3 hours
Day 3 09:30-13:30 4 hours
Day 4 09:30-14:30 5 hours
Day 5 09:30-15:30 6 hours

Pre-toddlers
All questions have been addressed at the orientation

Toddlers
All questions have been addressed at the orientation

Pre-school

@ Is nap time mandatory?

Preschool- We do not require children to nap, but we do require a rest time.
During Rest time, the environment is dark, and relaxing, but as long as
children are not disturbing others, it's okay if they do not sleep. The main
reason that we offer a rest time for children is that educators believe that this
is what is best for children, in that children's mind and bodies get a break to
refresh themselves after hearing 2 languages all morning and being very
physically active. We see children who are here for nearly 10 hours a day, and
children can get irritable, and accident prone if they have not had any rest,
and in a group setting, this can be dangerous and hard to manage for our
staff.

Shinka- No Nap Time/ No Rest Time



@ Why do children stay with the same children year after year?

For young children to thrive, they need stable relationships. Continuity in
care is achieved at the CDC by keeping children and teachers together when
possible. The transition from the 2-year-old class to the 3-year-old class is a
particularly big change for the children since the teacher to child ratio increase
from 1:6 to 1:20. Being able to stay with the same friends provides a sense of
security for children and that is the foundation for children's learning. Moving
up to new classrooms with familiar friends and teachers has the advantage of
minimizing disruptions, reducing the stress of adjusting to a new environment
thereby allowing students to focus on classroom activities early in the new
school year and teachers to focus on areas of concern.

Shinka
@ Are there any opportunity for children to learn to use tech devices (PC, tablet,
etc.)

There are a couple of desktop computers in both big and small rooms for the
children to use in Shinka classroom.

We also have lesson plan activities that allow children to explore technologies
to perform age-appropriate tasks such as typing out their own names, drawing
with a mouse, selecting recorded books for reading, etc.

@ The reason for mixing 4-6 years old this year

We want to maintain a balance between the number of children in each
classroom without overcrowding the physical space. To find this balance, we
used a September 1 cut-off date (all children in Shinka class will be 5 years old
by the end of August). In total there is an age range of 16 months between
the oldest and youngest child in Shinka class.

The Shinka class is the largest classroom (3x's bigger than Miyarabi
classroom) and if we would have kept the April 1 cut-off, it would have been
the smallest size in number and the smaller classrooms (Miyarabi, Wakatida,
and Nujumi) would have been overcrowded.

3 Can you explain a little more about small groups/outside play works in the
classroom?

The Shinka classroom is divided into 2 separate spaces, teachers will group
children into smaller groups and work with them based on what is
developmentally appropriate for them.

We think this is the best way to give the children a higher quality experience.
Shinka class has access to the preschool playground and play area in front of
Shinka class, and the class may be divided into two groups as needed, but
each group has at least 2 times a day to play outside as long as the weather
permits.

Also, the room has several learning center, such as Library, Art, Manipulatives,
Blocks, Table toys and children will be broken into small groups during the
choice activities (Child initiated activities).
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