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Dr Samuel R.P-J. Ross | ロス・サムエル
Integrative Community Ecology Unit | 統合群集生態学ユニット 
Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology Graduate University | 沖縄科学技術大学院大学
1919-1 Tancha, Onna-son, Okinawa, 904-0495 Japan | 〒904-0495 沖縄県国頭郡恩納村字谷茶1919-1

Research Assistant in experimental freshwater ecology

Starting Date: 5 June 2023
End Date: 25 August 2023 (12 weeks)
Working hours: 09:00-17:30 (Flexible days in line with experiment, but no more than 5/week)
Report to: Dr. Samuel Ross and Prof. David Armitage, Integrative Community Ecology Unit.
Location: OIST Main Campus

Application Due Date: Open until filled (review date: Mon 3 April)

Position Summary

We are seeking a Research Assistant to assist with a project on experimental aquatic ecology for 12 weeks during June-August 2023. The experiment will investigate the biological drivers of community stability using freshwater mesocosms of floating aquatic plants. We will stress different plant communities with nutrient addition and measure their growth responses over a 12-week period in summer. 

The experiment is joint funded by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science under a Kakenhi Grant-in-aid for Research Start-up “Response diversity: elucidating the long sought-after mechanisms underpinning ecosystem stability” and a British Ecological Society Large Grant “Applying a new framework for understanding the drivers of ecological resilience in floating aquatic plants” awarded to Sam Ross. Successful candidates will gain experience in conducting ecological experiments on competitively funded projects, working with an international team in the Integrative Community Ecology Unit at the Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology Graduate University, in Okinawa, Japan.

Responsibilities

1. Assist with the smooth running of an aquatic community ecology experiment, including monitoring water quality and adjusting nitrogen levels, regularly measuring plant biomass.
2. Assist with the development and analysis of a photographic pipeline for estimating floating plant biomass, focusing on accurate biomass estimation across five common species.

Qualifications

1. Sufficient English to understand and communicate with an international team (Required).
2. Experience of conducting ecological experiments in the lab or field (Preferred). 

Compensation

Compensation of 2,400 JPY/Working day in line with the OIST Research Internship Program. Flights to and from Okinawa and accommodation will be provided, but preference will be given to current residents of Okinawa or Japan.

Submission Documents

· Curriculum vitae or resume.
· Name of at least one potential reference writer. 

Send all applications or inquiries to Sam Ross via email at s.ross.res@outlook.com.
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