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SAVE THE DATE!

Birthday Party

Field Trip

We will celebrate all other
children with May birthdays.

5/17 (Fri)

ages 2 and above

Miyarabi,Wakatida, Nujyumi Class will enjoy
picnic lunch.

5/17（Fri.）14:50~
We plan to have a special story time in
Urdu. All family members and friends
are welcomed to join!

No School Lunch！！
Please provide your children with
packed lunch.

WELCOME MS. STACY!!
Please welcome Ms. Stacy!!
She joined our team from April 15th and will be Nujyumi class English teacher from May.

My name is Stacy VanDenOever. I am
originally from Michigan, and have been
teaching in early childhood education for
over 7 years. I have also spent a few years
traveling abroad and working a bit in tourism
along the way. While I am in Okinawa, I plan
to exploring as much of Japan as possible and
take Japanese classes.
I am very excited to be joining the Nujyumi
classroom with Ayumi-sensai in May. I enjoy
working with different age groups and
encouraging a supportive, fun and engaging
learning environment. To help nurture young
minds, inspires creativity, curiosity and
independence. I am looking forward to a
great year and meeting everyone!

WELCOME MS. WHITNEY!!
Please welcome Ms. Whitney!!
She will join our team from May 1st and will be Churasan class English teacher after the training.
Hello! My name is Whitney Ellison and I feel so honored
to be a part of the CDC team here at OIST! I am
originally from Orlando, Florida and have been living in
Japan for almost 6 years. I first started my teaching career
as an ALT in the JET Program, where I was assigned to
living in Miyakojima, Okinawa. During this time I was
teaching at 7 different middle schools for around 3 1/2
years. This experience as an ALT really changed my life and
I knew that I wanted to make Okinawa my second home!
My teaching experience ranges from toddlers to high
school students and even adults. I enjoy teaching all age
groups but I really love teaching children! For me, being
around children brings me such joy and I feel a sense of
satisfaction when I am able to make a child smile! As an
educator, my main goal is for my students to be able to
express themselves creatively, explore the world around
them and to learn as much as they can in a relaxed,
classroom environment. I am really looking forward to
learning and growing together with my new students!

WATER PLAY IS ON THE WAY!
We will begin water play on June 10th. Children can play in water, sprinklers, water
tables each day they are with us.
Children can only play in pools once we have received negative pin worm
test results, so please be sure to submit the pin worm test by the requested date
since it takes 3 weeks for us to receive the test results.
We will send kits home on Wednesday May 8th . Please return them on the
10th.
We will not allow children to participate if he or she has a stomach ache, diarrhea,
pink eyes, any cold symptoms, headache, open sores, or a slight fever and ask that any
visible warts be removed.

KEEP THE GATES
CLOSED!!
Tedako Preschool has two gates at
the front entrance. Please keep the
gates closed when you drop off and
pick up your child for our school
children’s safety.
It is very dangerous if you keep the
gate open since there’s a bus stop
and a road right out of the gate.
Even if other parent is close to you,
please make sure to close the gate.
We would appreciate for your
cooperation to have children and
teachers to have a fun and safe
moment at our school.

KUKURU CLASS
TUMMY TIME FUN
Our littlest ones in the
Kukuru class are making the
most of their tummy time
daily. Exercising to
strengthen arm and neck
muscles are a big part of a
baby`s daily routine. This
helps further development
such as rolling over and
sitting.

TODDLER CLASS
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
LEARNING
Both of these skills involve life-long
learning.
Toddlers learn social skills through observing
the people in their lives. They practice these
social skills by imitating and interacting with
their peers during play and role play. Play
offers children opportunities to practice turn
taking, sharing, asking/answering questions, and
many of the other skills we use to
communicate with others. Through role play
they explore concepts of different social
settings and roles. For example by playing
kitchen, as the chief they learn to ask what the
other child wants and how to serve the food,
while the other child learns how to request
what they want, in a socially acceptable
manner as defined through their play.

A toddler is going through many changes. While their ability to communicate is
still limited, they have gained better control of their gross motor skills and often
express their emotions that way, running when they are happy or excited,
pushing when angry or flopping down on the floor when they do not want to
do something.They start to learn that there are no positive or negative feelings,
and that everyone has them. How we express them, deal with them and let
them affect us is important, as this is why we are having those emotions. One of
the major transitions is from crying and screaming when something has
happened that we do not like, to explaining what has happened so that a
situation can be resolved.

NUUJI & KAFUU CLASS
STORY TIME

The children of Nuuji and Kafuu class love story time. While we
introduce at least one new book every month, the children will often
ask for books that we have read many times before. They enjoy the
comfort of knowing the characters and what is going to happen.
Sometimes they even feign surprise, even though they know the plot!
During story time we often encourage the students to talk about the
book we are reading, which is known as dialogic reading. Initially the
children are asked “what” questions, which helps encourage them
and may draw links to their funds of knowledge. As the children
become more confident the educators use open ended questions to
encourage expansion and use of longer sentences.

MIYARABI, WAKATIDA AND
NUJUMI CLASSES ART
Art is an one of the best forms of self-expression. The Miyarabi, Wakatida,
and Nujyumi classes love drawing, coloring, and especially painting!
Over the past month, Spring has brought us colorful flowers, insects, and
amphibians. Aside from going out and exploring natures gifts, the children
find joy in drawing, painting, and making crafts related to what they've
seen outdoors. In March and April the children learned about bears,
insects, and Spring. The new classrooms are becoming more colorful day
by day with all of the wonderful new art!
A lot of the art the children create is open-ended. The children love being
able to make open-ended art, because it gives them the freedom to create
how they want to. This allows their imaginations to run wild. By leaving the
crafts open-ended, our children can really express themselves through
their art! Instead of asking children to make a bear like ours, we want the
children to create their own versions of bears, any way they like! Some are
wearing ribbons, some have make-up, some are pink, while other have the
coolest sunglasses you have ever seen! Prior to the activities, we teach
about themes during our circle times to help give the children ideas and
get their brains going. When it is craft time, the children create from
within! It's amazing to watch them express themselves through their art,
and then show it off to each other! The classes made wonderful water
color bear paintings, bear faces, bear books, bear hats, and caterpillars last
month. Each piece of art is different and unique in its own special way
We also can't wait for you to check out all of the amazing art the children
created for their upcoming art exhibit. Prepare to be amazed!

MAY SNACK MENU
AM

PM

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Oatmeal
/ Raisins

Cereal/Soy Milk

Banana/
Milk

Berry Mix/
Yogurt

Tomato/
Veggie Cracker

オートミール/
レーズン

シリアル/豆乳

バナナ/牛乳

ベ リ ー ミ ッ ク ス / トマト/
野菜クラッカー
ヨーグルト

Corn/Cheese

Edamame/
Calcium Senbei

Okinawa Tofu/
Dried Fish

Wheat Bread/
Soy Milk

Rice/
Sesame Salt

コーン/チーズ

枝豆/カルシウム
せんべい

沖縄豆腐 /
ゴマ付きいりこ

胚芽パン/
豆乳

ごはん/
ごま塩

SUBSISTUTIONS:
Due to availability or ripeness of fresh fruits or vegetables, substitutions may occur. 果物の入荷状況や熟度によってはメニュー
が変更することがあります。 Young toddlers will not be fed Senbei or Crackers. Special senbeis for babies will be substituted.
小さなお子さんには硬いせんべいなどの代わりに赤ちゃんせんべいをあげます。
We will celebrate all May Birthdays and the children will enjoy cake and Soy milk with their friends on 5/17.
5/17（金）には 5月のお誕生会をします。ケーキと豆乳でお祝いします。

MAY LUNCH CALENDAR
Monday

Tuesday

Thursday

Wednesday
２

１

３

HOLIDAY
６

Rice
White Fish w Sesame
Shredded Carrots
Cabbage & Japanese Basil Salad
Potato Miso Soup

８ Rice

13 Rice
Grilled Red Fish w Ume
Hijiki & Minced Meat
Nanohana Salad
Fried Tofu Miso Soup

14

15 Curry Rice
Onion Salad w Sesame
Custard Pudding

20 Rice
Chicken Nanban

21 Rice

７

HOLIDAY

Green Veg. & Mushroom Sauté
Broccoli Salad

Pumpkin Miso Soup

27

Rice
Grilled Chicken
Meat Ball w Sweet and Sour Sauce

Burdock Salad
Wakame Miso Soup

Rice
Pork w Oyster Sauce
Broiled Radish & Fish Cake
Konnyaku Salad
Bean Sprout Miso Soup

Red Fish w Shio koji

Taro & Fish Cake
Nanohana w Ume Mayonnaise
Shiitake Miso Soup

28 Rice
Hoki Fish Piccata
Twice Cooked Pork
Green Bean Salad
Onion Miso Soup

Chicken Ball
Stir Fried Bitter Melon
Broccoli Salad
Cabbage Miso Soup

Jyu-Shii
Pork in Kyoto Style
Lotus Root w Curry
Sauce
Cauliflower Salad
Vegetable Soup

29 Rice
Omelette
Braised Hijiki
Nanohana Salad
Vermicelli Miso Soup

HOLIDAY

HOLIDAY
９ Rice
White Fish Cutlet
Braised Winter Melon & Chicken

Onion Salad
Taro Miso Soup

16 Rice
Chicken in Kyoto Style

Meat & Potato Stew

Kuzukiri Salad
Fu(Wheat Bran) Miso Soup

22

Friday

10 Rice
Pork w Sweet Miso
Stir Fried Dried Radish Strips
Pumpkin Salad
Bean Vermicelli Miso Soup
17

Rice
Broiled Flat Fish
Egg Plant in Chinese Style
Carrot Salad
Wakame Miso Soup

23 Rice
Hoki Fish w Ume Sauce
Stir Fried Vermicelli
Macaroni Salad
Winter Melon Miso Soup

24 Rice

30 Rice

31 Rice

Red Fish w Garlic Chive Soy Sauce

Braised Dried Gourd & Fried
Tofu
Okura w Yuzu Sauce Salad
Mozuku Miso Soup

Green & Yellow Veg. w Tofu Cake

Stir Fried Chicken
Radish Salad
Noodle Soup

Corn Creamy Croquette

Stir Fried Wheat Bran &
Vegetable
Bitter Melon Salad
Taro Miso Soup

Three ways for each family to
participate:

•It is time to shower our
amazing teachers with
appreciation for the excellent
work that they do with our
kids!
•Monday, June 3rd: Catered Lunch
•Tuesday, 4th: Pancake Breakfast
•Wednesday, 5th: Tea & Coffee Time

1: Write each of your child's teachers
and support staff a note of appreciation
2: Monetary support for food, gifts, and
fun for the teachers (Donate through
PATO collection period of May 20th24th during drop off or pick up)
3: We need many hands to make this a
success! Please volunteer by emailing
oist.pato.group@gmail.com to help out

•Thursday, 6th: Massage
•Friday, 7th: Ice Cream Bar

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK:
JUNE 3RD- 7TH

For Teacher Appreciation Week, please considering writing a personalized note of thanks to each
of your child's teachers! A list of names matching the corresponding class is included at the end
of this.
Tedako Teachers and Staff List:
Kukuru Class: Naomi, Kaori, Rie, Hiroe, Takako, Ellie, Yui, Meg
Kanasan Class: Maria, Aimi, Kyoko
Churasan Class: Whitney, May, Chieko, Rina
Umusan Class: Yukiko, Junko, Sara
Nuuji Class: Eugene, Kiho
Kafuu Class: Iraida, Koichi, Akina
Miyarabi Class: Neil, Aya
Wakatida Class: Ja, Shizuka
Nujyumi Class: Stacy, Ayumi
Cover teachers: Ryoko, Tamiko
Substitute Teachers: Olga, Natasha, Kaja, Nisa
Administrators: Julia, Kanako, Sanae, Junko,Yuko
School Age Program: Kevin, Anne, Sean, Akiko

PATO(Parent Association of Tedako at OIST)

