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How can a tissue of dormant cells rapidly switch to coordinated movement, as during wound healing? 
We study the onset of epithelial flocking, where cells spontaneously align their motion to form 
coherent, directional migration. Stresses stored during tissue quiescence generate aster-like patterns 
and traveling domain walls. These structures promote topological defect annihilation, driving 
collective ordering. We develop an active elastic model to reproduce experimental defect coarsening 
and reveal how memory can guide defect motion and tissue migration. Our findings suggest a generic 
mechanism through which mechanical memory can shape collective dynamics and self-organization 
in active solids. 
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