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Dealing with a large number, say 10, of jointly acting factors is a challenge in experiments in 
environmental research (and other fields). For the case of global change, we have developed a 
method of dealing with this problem by generating a gradient of factor number, randomly sampling 
from a pool of factors. This way we could show that with an increasing factor number, there is a 
progressive decline in soil processes (such as soil aggregation, decomposition) and microbial 
biodiversity. We have also applied a similar idea to global observational data, and more recently also 
to restoration ecology. Can this approach also be useful in other natural science fields, maybe yours? 
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