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1. [bookmark: _Toc150443628]What project profiles are of interest to us?

We welcome interdisciplinary applications from all scientific fields, including those not traditionally associated with our core thematic areas, provided they meet the following key requirements:
[bookmark: _Toc150443629]1. SUBJECT MATTER
The vision of the COI-NEXT Program is deeply rooted in the aspiration to strive towards a One World, One Health society. This concept encompasses a holistic and interconnected approach to well-being that extends beyond physical health. Therefore, your project must contribute to the promotion of this concept and align with at least one of our current research streams: Healthy Mind, Healthy Body, Healthy Environment, Data Analysis & Systems Science. 
2. CONVERGENCE REQUIREMENT
Project must meaningfully integrate or connect with at least one current OIST COI-NEXT project. However, please note that we will prioritize those that facilitate the convergence of multiple COI-NEXT projects. 
3. INTERNAL COLLABORATIONS
· Applications are open to individual PIs and PI groups, regardless of their current COI-NEXT funding status.
· One PI must be designated as the project leader.
· Minimum of one current COI-NEXT PIs must formally commit to collaboration.

4. [bookmark: _Toc150443631]EXTERNAL COLLABORATIONS
Collaboration among academia, industry, and government stands as a cornerstone within the COI-NEXT Program. Each project must include at least one industry collaborator, with a clear description of their role and contributions in the application. 
While not mandatory, proposals that demonstrate matching funds or cost-sharing from external partners will be given higher priority during evaluation.
5. TANGIBLE OUTCOMES
Project must go beyond a purely scientific agenda and demonstrate a commitment to delivering tangible outcomes in in technological advancement. 

2. Compliance & Collaborative Expectations
The OIST COI-NEXT Program is funded by the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST), and we are fully committed to fulfilling all the agency's requirements. This includes submitting necessary documentation such as annual reports, next fiscal year planning, and any additional information requested by the funding agency. Given the program's dynamic nature, we also conduct two internal evaluations per year. Your collaboration will be requested for two Site Visits annually, the Annual Symposium, and any other COI-NEXT activities that may emerge. We appreciate your understanding and active participation in this collective initiative.
3. [bookmark: _Toc150443632]Who can apply?
The Applicant must currently be:
· A full-time Faculty Member at OIST.
· An Adjunct Faculty Member who maintains an active Research Unit at OIST.
· A member of the Science and Technology Group (STG) at OIST or a Buribushi Fellow, with prior approval from the Dean of Faculty Affairs.
4. [bookmark: _Toc150443633][bookmark: _Hlk150441817]How to apply?
To apply for COI-NEXT funding, kindly complete the Application Form and submit it to 
coi-next@oist.jp before March 31, noon.

	APPLICATION FORM

	
PROJECT TITLE:

PROJECT PI:

CO-PI(s):


	SCIENTIFIC GOAL 
Please describe the scientific background for your project. What do you hope to discover, confirm, or contribute to the field?





Please reply in 50-300 words.

	

	TANGIBLE OUTCOME 
(specific, measurable indicators of the project’s success)
Describe the anticipated tangible outcomes of your project. 





Please reply in 50-300 words.

	

	ALIGNMENT WITH THE OIST COI-NEXT STRATEGY
Explain how your project contributes to achieving the goals of the OIST COI-NEXT strategy.





Please reply in 50-300 words.

	

	CONVERGENCE
Identify which current COI-NEXT initiatives your project converges with. Detail your specific plans for engaging with these projects, including methods of collaboration and knowledge sharing. Describe the benefits this convergence offers both your project and the others, and the synergistic results you foresee.



Please reply in 50-700 words.

	

	MULTIPLE-PIs STRUCTURE: Provide a clear delineation of each co-PI's unique expertise, responsibilities, and essential contributions. How does the combined expertise of the co-PIs contribute to the project's viability?





Please reply in 50-700 words.

	

	RISKS
What are the major risks to your project? Please provide details on any research-related or operational risks that may emerge during the implementation process.




Please reply in 50-300 words.

	

	COLLABORATORS
Please list all academic, industry, and government collaborators, both from Japan and abroad, who are involved in your project.




Please reply in 50-150 words.

	

	TIMELINE*
Please provide an overview of the project's high-level timeline, including projected start and end dates, major milestones, and the specific deliverables associated with each of these milestones. 

	Milestone 1


	Milestone 2
	Milestone
… 
	Milestone …
	Milestone …
	Milestone 
X
	EXIT

	YY/MM
	YY/MM
	YY/MM
	YY/MM
	YY/MM
	YY/MM
	YY/MM



Your project can span any duration required to achieve meaningful outcomes within the COI-NEXT grant timeline (until FY2032). However, please note that projects aiming to deliver tangible results within a shorter timeframe will be given higher priority.
Additionally, please note that the decision to extend your project into the next funding period will be based on the results of the mid-year and end-of-year evaluations.

	

	BUDGET**
Please provide an overview of the desired annual budget necessary for the project. 
Make your best estimate.

	FY2025
	YEAR
	YEAR

	6,000,000 JPY
	Amount
	Amount






Please note that the budget for the next funding period will be determined by the outcomes of the mid-year and end-of-year evaluations

	

	PEOPLE
Please specify the essential roles and responsibilities necessary for the successful execution of the project. Indicate which roles are already filled and specify if there is a need to hire additional personnel.



Please reply in 50-150 words.
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