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Our ability to understand and produce language is one of humans’ most
impressive skills. We use language to exchange information, talk about the
world, coordinate our actions, and establish rapport, among a myriad of
other things. Computational Linguistics is a branch of Artificial Intelligence
that makes use of machine learning methods to study human language and
build computational models for automatic natural language processing.
How can theories from linguistics and cognitive science inform AI models?
And what can we learn about our own linguistic skills from such artificial
systems? In this lecture, I will present some of our recent research using
foundation models: self-supervised models trained on large quantities of
data at scale.
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