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Yasuda Auditorium, University of Tokyo
7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo
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community-relations@oist.jp

098-966-2184

Admission Free
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The Neanderthal Genome and
Modern Human Evolution

Svante Piaidbo

The direct ancestors of all present-day humans originated in Africa
and spread out from there and the Near East from 60,000 to 70,000
years ago. When they did so, they encountered the Neanderthals in
western Eurasia and the Denisovans in eastern Eurasia, earlier forms
of humans who became extinct about 40,000 years ago. Dr. Svante
Paabo’s group has determined genome sequences from Neanderthals
and Denisovans. Dr. Pddbo will discuss how genetic variants
inherited from Neanderthals and Denisovans influence our
physiology and propensity for disease today. He will also discuss
what the genomes of our extinct evolutionary relatives tell us about

the origin and history of modern humans.
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Dr. Svante Paabo was awarded the 2022 Nobel
Prize in Physiology or Medicine for his
discoveries concerning the genomes of extinct
hominins and human evolution.

He is an Adjunct Professor at the Okinawa
Institute of Science and Technology (OIST) in
Japan and the Director of the Max Planck
Institute of Evolutionary Anthropology in
Leipzig, Germany.
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