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The “Synergy” art exhibition was born out of a desire to showcase
the artistic talents of the OIST community to the Okinawan
community and to visitors from the mainland. The first art
collaboration between OIST and the well-known and respected
Hotel Moon Beach, the exhibition aims to introduce visitors to a new
side of Onna Village and Okinawa through art and science.

The World of Bashofu Through an Electron Microscope
At OIST, research on “Bashofu,” a fabric made from the
banana plant “ltobasho,” started from a simple
question — “Historically, what did people wear in the
hot, muggy summer in the Ryukyu Kingdom?” We
study it not only through science, but also with the
focus on Okinawan heritage and culture. Researchers
found that the cross-sectional morphology of Bashofu
fibers is unique in its beauty among textile fibers, and
this encouraged them to continue with further Bashofu
research.

Nine-Hinged Moébius Kaleidocycle

The word “kaleidocycle” is derived from Greek and
means “beautiful ring”. The art piece is a linkage made
from nine identical tetrahedra joined by revolute
hinges. Although it contains nine hinges, the object has
only one internal degree of freedom and performs an
endless everting motion, meaning that it turns “inside
out”.

About OIST: OIST is an interdisciplinary graduate school offering a five-year
PhD program in Science. We focus on excellence in research, education, and
innovation fostering new ways of working that transcend the traditional
boundaries that divide scientific disciplines within a fully international
environment, recruiting outstanding faculty, students, postdoctoral fellows,

and staff from around the world.

OIST wholeheartedly thanks Hotel
Moon Beach and MB Gallery for
giving this great opportunity to
present our art and science.
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