Name: _____________________________		Fundamentals of Academic Writing 6
Earthquakes in Turkey
Your teacher will ask you to read this passage in class.  
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@ Turkey is located in a region that is shaken by severe earth-
quakes. @ They occurred almost every year. @ Central Anatolian
Fault Zone is one of the most active fault zones in the world, and
it lies along the northern part of the country, going from south
east to northwest. @ The reason of that most of these severe earth-
quakes causes a lot of damage and death of many people is not
only the nature of the fault zone, but also that there are many
cities and highways settled on it.

@ Because many cities have been built on or within the vicinity
of geologic fault. @ They are unquestionably prone to earthquakes.
@ There are many earthquakes each year. @ The most serious
damage occurred in August 1999. @ It affected a big area and
caused approximately 20,000 people death and millions dollars
physical damage in three cities. @ Too prevent such big damage
and loss in the future, researchers have been researching the 1999
earthquake. @ They looked at the excellent seismic records from
recording stations near the epicenter of earthquake and saw that
there were signs of earthquake. @ They might help to develop
some early warning systems to be aware of the upcoming shak-
ings. @ Even these can make warnings as short as 10 seconds
before the shakings, if there is a well-planned evacuation plan,
they may, at least, help to decrease the death toll of an earthquake.
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Instructor’s Comments

You have a goad topic here and a good starting point. Your
problem-salution organization (s clear, which (s very important.

Here are

1.

a fow suggestions for making your text even better.

Althagh overall I understand the message you want to
convey, 1 think it wald help to add some more
information in a few spots. For instance, in Sentence 9,
a blg area” is vather vague. Can yaw be more precise?
Also, in Sentence 9 yaw mention 3 citles were dam
Shad yow give the names and the cast of the damage
in each?

- In the first paragraph think about darifying for your

reader that the carthquakes originate in the Central
Anatdian Fault Zone. Establish the comection. Also,
what about including a map so that readers can sec
where the fault zome is?

In Sentence + keep yaur focus on the earthquakes.
Beginning the sentence with the reason that the
carthquakes cause a lot of damage s s that
yaw have already stated that the carthquakes cause a
lot of damage. Of cawrse, readers shadd know that
carthquakes cause seriaus damage, but 1 think you
shadd say this. Consider begining this sentence by
saying that the carthquakes cause a lot of damage
and then continue with your explanation.

What do yau think about giving some actual. figures for
the total cost of the damage and perhaps give an
cxample of the most seriaus form of damage?

. In Sentence 11 yau mention signs of the carthquake.

What kind of signs?
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6. The connection of your points in Sentences 1-3 cadd be
improved. T sce what yacre saying, but you codd sqy
it more cfficiently. The oint in Sentence 2 cadd be
woven into Sentence 1. This woudd also eliminate the
past tense in Sentence 2, which shauld not be used
because you are making a statement of fact.
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7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

I like the use of the word excellent in Sentence 11
since this gives yaur reader a sense of what

think. You can position yaursclf better {f you include
some language that indicates yur _perspective; just
reporting what others say or giving dry f/lcts will not
help you distinguish yourself. While excellent is

I wonder whether yaw can find a better word here.
What (s it abaut the data that makes it excellent?

Sentence 5 s not a complete sentence. Because
introduces a dependent dause that can't stand alone.

can think of a way to conect this sentence to
the jZZ‘mg ne? O make some other change?

In Sentence 6 can you veally say unquestionably? It

seoms a bit dramatic.

Do you really need Sentence 72 Im not sure it adds
much. Sentence 7 just seems rather disconected. Can
yau Integrate the information somewhere lse?

In Sentence 9 the referent for the pronamn it is not
100% clear. What (s ‘it?

Sentence 9 deseribes a way to possibly minimize the
destructiveness of earthquakes. Can yau think of a
smoother transition into the sdlution here? Something
like one way to . . . or one possible method of . . .7

can youw find another word for make in Sentence 137

T understand what you are saying, but we usually
dowt use make with warning.
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14. Before turning in yawr next draft, be sure to check

the overall dd-tonew flow of ideas. Be sure content
and organization are in shape; then check the
grammar, and, then in yaur final. step of
roofreading, check the flow.




