
Planning a random walk : 
Commutative Algebra in Statistics

David Eisenbud 
served as Director of MSRI from 1997 to 2007, 
and began a new term in 2013.
He received his PhD in mathematics in 1970 
at the University of Chicago under Saunders MacLane 
and Chris Robson, and was on the faculty at 
Brandeis University before coming to Berkeley, 
where he became Professor of Mathematics in 
1997. He served from 2009 to 2011 as Director for 

Mathematics and the Physical Sciences at the Simons Foundation, and is currently on the Board of Directors 
of the Foundation. He has been a visiting professor at Harvard, Bonn, and Paris. Eisenbud’ s mathematical interests 
range widely over commutative and non-commutative algebra, algebraic geometry, topology, and computer methods.

Eisenbud’ s interests outside of mathematics include theater, music and juggling. He is the co-author of a paper 
on the mathematics of juggling. He plays the flute and sings Bach, Brahms, Schubert, Schumann….
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